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RECREATIONAL FISHING INITIATIVES FUND 
347. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Fisheries: 
I refer to the McGowan government’s commitment to protecting the recreational fishing initiatives fund, which 
faced cuts under the former Liberal–National government. Can the minister outline to the house how the 
government is ensuring that money raised from the recreational fishing licence is being invested back into 
supporting recreational fishing? 
Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 
I thank the member for Burns Beach for his question, and his keen interest in these things. It is with great pleasure 
that in the budget handed down recently we delivered on yet another election commitment. That commitment was to 
ensure that 25 per cent of recreational fishing fees were quarantined to go into the recreational fishing initiatives fund, 
which is there to fund initiatives to boost the recreational fishing experience and to grow that sector. I was very 
pleased to be able to announce last week the location for a reef in Exmouth. I am sorry that the member for North West 
Central is not here to hear me talk about it, but that will be a great addition to the recreational fishing experience in 
Exmouth. We have also announced that there will be an additional artificial reef in the northern suburbs of Perth. We 
will be undergoing a consultation with the community to see what the appropriate location for that reef is. They are 
just two of the projects that are being funded out of that recreational fishing initiatives fund. 
It is important that we honour that commitment to have 25 per cent of licence fees go into that fund because, as 
members opposite know, that was not always the case. Members opposite would know that the previous Liberal 
government went to the 2013 election committing that 25 per cent of those licence fees would go into that fund. 
But then in the 2015 budget, the then government broke that promise, like many other promises that it broke. It 
tried to raid the recreational fishing initiatives fund to plug its holes. The member for Bateman is looking a bit 
quizzical. I quote from a media report on ABC News on 3 June — 

The State Government is facing a backlash from WA’s recreational fishers who are angry over the axing 
of funding to key conservation and education initiatives. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: Who are you quoting? 
Mr D.J. KELLY: This is an ABC News report. It continues — 

In the lead-up to the 2013 election, the Liberal Party guaranteed Recfishwest 25 per cent of more than 
$7 million raised in licence revenue would be allocated to the Recreational Fishing Initiatives Fund. 
But Dr Andrew Rowland from Recfishwest said the Government had cut money flowing to the fund by 
half, breaking that election promise. 

It goes on to state — 
“The agreement was clear. It was 25 per cent … 

It goes on — 
… the state’s fishers were not happy. 

The member for Bateman is looking quizzical. I remember going there with the then Leader of the Opposition. 
We stood side by side with Recfishwest after that budget announcement and highlighted that the then government 
was going to gut that fund. It did not take long, I have to say, seeing the now Premier, alongside the CEO of 
Recfishwest, standing together, complaining about what the former government had done. It backed down. It 
absolutely backed down. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.J. KELLY: We made a commitment when we stood there — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members!  
Mr D.J. KELLY: When we went to the election, we said we would guarantee that money into the fund, and that 
is what we have done. As a result, we are going to fund 11 different projects this year that will boost the recreational 
fishing experience in Western Australia and create jobs in that sector. So, once again, I am very pleased to 
announce that, yet again, we are standing with recreational fishers in this state and honouring our election promises. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: Would someone please help him with his questions! 
The SPEAKER: I will help you with an answer. I call you to order, member for Scarborough. 
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